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“Government in Action”
“Government in Action” is an interactive tool designed to walk your class through the bill-making process of the U.S. Government.  The program facilitates the instructor and class members in creating a bill, arguing cases for or against the bill, voting as it passes through the House of Representatives, Senate, and Conference Committee Hearings, Presidential action, and submitting a bill for Judicial Review.
NOTE:  The View Summary 
[image: image2] and Exit 
[image: image3] buttons are available at any time.  Click the View Summary button in the top left corner to review an outline of the bill-making process.  The Exit button closes the “Government in Action" program.
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Fig. 1 - View Summary Page – Click a building to get more information on the Legislative Branch, Executive Branch, or Judicial Branch.  Flowcharts illustrate the process a bill goes through in each branch. 
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Fig. 2 - Introduction
1. Class Participation:  Select a student to act as President, others to be Supreme Court Justices, and divide the remaining class members into two equal groups to represent the House of Representatives and Senate.  

NOTE:
These exercises are designed to work with classes of all sizes.  Tailor the size of your groups as needed, assigning fewer students to the Justices group than to the House and Senate groups. 
Click Continue.
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Fig. 3 - Choose / Create a Bill

2. Select from the following:


Choose an Existing Bill
or
Create Your Own Bill
Choose an Existing Bill
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Fig. 4 - Preview / Select a Bill
1. Four mock bills have been included in the program.  Click on each bill to review a brief description. Click Print to print the bill for class handouts, as needed.  Click Next to begin the bill creation process. 
2. The bill is distributed to members of the House of Representatives.  Read the information on “House Bill Introduction”.  Click Next.

3. A House Committee is formed.  Read the information on “House Committee Hearing”.  
Class Participation:  Select cadets to form a House Committee.  Click Continue.  
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Fig. 5 - Pros & Cons – House of Representatives
4. Click Pros and Cons to read those associated with the bill.  The committee reviews the pros and cons.  Click Next.
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Fig. 6 - Ballots – House of Representatives
5. The House votes for or against the bill.  Read the information on “House Vote”.
Class Participation:  Cadets from the House committee debate the major points listed in the description in the beginning, and the pros and cons.  The class votes for or against the bill.  Click Continue to enter voting results.  Enter results and click Vote to tally the ballots.  Click Next to continue (see a. and b.)
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Fig. 7 - Bill Failed the House
a. If the majority of the House voted against the bill, it has failed.  From the prompt, click Continue.  From the next screen, click Start Over to send the bill through the process again, or select another bill.
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Fig. 8 - Bill Passed the House

b. If the majority of the House voted for the bill, it goes to the Senate.  

6. The bill is read to the Senate and a committee is formed.  Read the information on “Senate Bill Introduction”.  
Class Participation:  Select cadets to form a Senate Committee.  
Click Continue.  
7. Click Pros and Cons to read those associated with the bill.  The committee reviews the pros and cons.  Click Next.
8. The Senate votes for or against the bill.  Read the information on “Senate Vote”.
Class Participation:  Cadets from the Senate committee debate the major points listed in the description in the beginning, and the pros and cons.  The class votes for or against the bill.  Click Continue to enter voting results.  Enter results and click Vote to tally the ballots.  Click Next to continue (see a. and b.)
a. If the majority of the Senate voted against the bill, it has failed.  From the prompt, click Continue.  From the next screen, click Start Over to send the bill through the process again, or select another bill.

b. If the majority of the Senate voted for the bill, it is sent to the Conference Committee.  
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Fig. 9 - Bill Passed the Senate
9. A Conference Committee is formed.  Read the information on “Conference Committee Hearing”.  
Class Participation:  Select cadets from the House and Senate to form a Conference Committee.  
Click Continue.  
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Fig. 10 - Conference Committee Hearing
10. The Conference Committee works through the differences between the House and Senate versions of the bill.  Read the information on “Conference Committee Hearing”.  
Class Participation:  Cadets from the Conference Committee debate the differences between House and Senate versions of the bill, and arrive at one finalized bill to submit to the President.  
Click Next to continue.
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Fig. 11 - Speaker of the House and Vice President submit the “Enrolled Bill”
11. The bill is now considered an enrolled bill, which the Speaker of the House and Vice President sign and submit to the President to become law.  Read the information on “Enrolled Bill”.
Click Next to continue.
12. The President receives the bill, which he either vetoes or signs into law.  Read the information on “Presidential Approval”.
Click Continue.
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Fig. 12 – Presidential Approval
13. Class Participation:  The Cadet chosen to be President reads over the enrolled bill and decides whether to sign or veto it.

Depending on your “President’s” decision, click Sign or Veto.  Then, click Next.
A Signed Bill
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Fig. 13 – Public Law
14. When the President signs a bill into law, the public has the right to protest it as unconstitutional.  If this is the case, the law must go under Judicial Review.  Read the information on “Public Law”.

Click Next to continue.
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Fig. 14 – Supreme Court Decision
15. Read the information on “Supreme Court Vote”.   Click Continue to proceed to ruling.

Class Participation:  Have the Cadets chosen to be Supreme Court Justices debate the constitutionality of the law.
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Fig. 15 – Ballots – Supreme Court Justices
16. The justices decide in favor or against the law.
Class Participation:  Cadets from the Supreme Court decide in favor or against the law.  Enter results and click Decide to tally the ballots.  Click Next to continue (see a. and b.)
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Fig. 16 – Court rules in favor of the law
a. If the majority of the justices favor the law, it is upheld and continues as a federally recognized law.  Click the X in the pop-up box then click Next to continue.  From the following screen, click Continue to send another bill through the process again.
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Fig. 17 – Court overrules the law
b. If the majority of the justices rule against the law, it is overruled on unconstitutional grounds.  Click the X in the pop-up box then click Next to continue.  From the following screen, click Continue then Start Over to send the bill through the process again.
A Vetoed Bill
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Fig. 18 –Veto Override
17. When an enrolled bill reaches the President, he has the right to veto.  If the bill is vetoed, it is sent back to Congress.  Read the information on “Veto Override”.  Click Continue.

Class Participation:  Cadets from the House vote for or against overruling the Presidents veto.  Then, Cadets from the Senate vote for or against overruling the Presidents veto.  


18. Enter voting results in both the House and Senate ballots.  If a two-thirds majority of “Congress” passes the bill it becomes law.  If the law meets resistance from the public, it has to go through Judicial Review.  Follow the steps covered in the previous section.
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